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A Blanket of Warmth
Through all kinds of weather, 

devoted volunteer Patt DiMora walks 
a mile to and from her home to 
Matthew House, often several times a 
week. She is frequently willing to fill in 
last minute when another volunteer is 
unable to cover a shift and happily 
takes on extra tasks when asked. 
The warmth that Patt provides our 
residents comes not only from her 
physical presence, but in a gift from 
her heart; a warm comforting blanket 
presented to each resident. 

Patt’s son Todd was an Army 
Veteran, who passed away several 
years ago from liver disease. He lived 
with Patt and she cared for him during 

most of the last three months of his 
life. His final days were spent in a VA 
hospital and one day Patt decided to 
bring him a multi-colored blanket as a 
gift. Todd loved it so much and always 
had it wrapped around himself while 
lying in the hospital bed comforting 
him. After he passed, Patt decided to 
take the blanket home with her as a 
remembrance. 

Realizing how much ease and 
well-being it brought Patt to wrap the 
blanket around her shoulders, she was 
inspired to start “Todd’s Throws” in 

memory of her son. Patt spends time 
purchasing soft throws and gives them 
to Matthew House residents. When 
new residents arrive, Patt takes special 
care to select a blanket that she feels 
is best for each person and presents 
the gift. After the resident passes, the 
family has that warmth and memory 
to take home and cherish. Patt’s three 
daughters help to honor Todd’s memo-
ry by assisting to replenish her blanket 
supply. Each Christmas, the girls give 
Patt three blankets as gifts. Patt, in her 
own way, envelops residents and their 
loved ones in warmth.

Along with volunteering at Matthew 
House, she enjoys keeping busy with 
her six grandchildren, who bring her 
tremendous joy. Her family members, 
including her sister Cheryl, are very 
supportive of her volunteer work. 
She also enjoys going out to dinner, 
going to the nail salon, spending time 
with her niece and being home with 
her dog. Patt is a special and devoted 
volunteer at Matthew House; a gener-
ous soul who keeps her son’s memory 
alive in a kind and unique way. Her 
warmth, compassion and loving heart 
makes her an invaluable gift to 
Matthew House. Thank you Patt 
DiMora for all that you do!

Patt and her sister Cheryl 
enjoying the Volunteer Luncheon

Patt DiMora with her son’s blanket

Don’t Miss This Party!
Tickets are only $75 per person and 
includes dinner, drinks and music!

Free parking available with shuttle to 
Dulles from downtown garage, 6-9 pm. 

Compliments of Big D’s Limo.
For more information: 315.252.2052
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Getting to Know You:
Meet our New Executive Director – Angela Ryan!

“Live, Laugh, Love What You Do”
Matthew House Executive Director 

Angela Ryan, LMSW with 
Care Coordinator Shelly MacBain

Angela joined Matthew House in 
March 2018 and has quickly become 
part of the fabric of the home as if she 
has always been here. When looking 
at her background, one might say she 
was destined for the position. Growing 
up in Auburn, Angela was first intro-
duced to end of life care as a young 
girl with her Mom, when she tagged 
along while her mother provided 
private duty nursing care for several 
months to someone terminally ill. 
At the time, unbeknownst to Angela, 
that experience would be formative 
and set the stage for her life’s work.

Angela received a degree in 
Psychology from Syracuse University 
in 2003. Her work experience has been 
varied within the community. Mercy 
Health and Rehabilitation Center 
and Hospice for the Finger Lakes 
presented her with the opportunity 
to gain experience in medical social 
work. Returning to school after 
working a number of years, Angela 
received a Master’s Degree in Social 
Work from Roberts Wesleyan College 
in Rochester. She did her internship 
at Hospice of the Finger Lakes her 
first year and later worked there as a 
Bereavement Counselor and Licensed 
Master of Social Work. 

We had a chance to interview 
Angela recently and wanted to share 
the short version of our conversation!!

What do you love most about 
Matthew House? The tranquil vibe 
and sense of peace the house offers. 
Would you share some of your 
priorities with us? Well, the number 
one priority is continuing to provide 
loving care to our residents. That goes 
without saying. But some other focus 
areas are community awareness and 
education about Matthew House and 
making sure beds are full so that the 
home is best utilized. I also want staff 
and volunteers to always feel appreci-
ated for their involvement with, and 
commitment to, Matthew House.
Do you have any new ideas on how 
to use volunteers beyond house and 
resident care? Some thoughts are 
percolating as I wrap my arms around 
the entirety of my work as the Director 
of Matthew House. Our volunteers 
are an amazing group of uniquely 
skilled individuals and discovering 
their talents will lead me to other ways 
they might be able to support Matthew 
House as we grow and develop as an 
organization. Stay tuned!! 

Might you share an important life 
lesson you have learned? That life is 
too short and can change in an instant. 
I think that is what I love most about 
this work; I keep that thought at the 
front of my mind every day, all day. 
What is truly most valuable at the end 
of the day when everything else has 
been stripped away is our family and 
friends. In turn, it is very important 
for us to always make time to express 
gratitude for these individuals on a 
consistent basis despite how busy life 
gets. Human connections are a gift, a 
vital part of our essence and a basic 
need. 
What might we find you doing when 
you are not at work? First and 
foremost, being with family and 
friends! But I also love anything to 
do with being outdoors (nature is my 
meditation), including gardening, 
kayaking, and taking nature 
photographs. Spending time with my 
English Bulldog Roscoe, cooking, arts/
craft projects and yoga/meditation are 
also amongst my favorite activities. 
Favorite place to be? Out in our boat 
on the lake!
What one thing would you like 
people to know about you? I truly 
love what I do and it is my passion. I 
am so appreciative of the experiences, 
challenges and growth it has given me; 
all of which have molded me into the 
person I am. 



Summer 2018 Matthew House • Loving Care page 3

Faithful Guardians
Annual Springtime Luncheon to Thank Our Volunteers

The light and airy venue of The 
Point, provided by Springside Inn for 
this year’s Volunteers Luncheon, was 
festooned with colorful splashes of 
pansies on every table, courtesy of 
Dickman Farms. Greeting each 
volunteer with a bright smile was 
Angela Ryan, our new Executive 
Director, along with Care Coordinator, 
Shelly MacBain. While guests sat with 
one another catching up with new 
and old ‘volunteer’ friends alike, the 
Springside staff served delightful lunch 
selections that were enjoyed by all. As 
conversations quieted Michael Cuddy, 
President of the Board of Directors, 
warmly greeted volunteers thanking 
them for their dedication and important 
service to Matthew House. Following 
his remarks, the volunteers welcomed 
guest speaker Matthew Binkewicz, from 
Hospice of the Finger Lakes. 

Binkewicz said, “I treat people like 
my parents. I meet people where they 
are.” Possessing a unique philosophical 
bent, he said people in end of life care 
and their families who are facing the 
death of a beloved person, “have 
existential questions that plague us all.” 
Due to our uniquely complex minds, 
we possess self-awareness like no other 
living being and question our sense of 
purpose in the world around us. 
When facing an anticipated death, 
time becomes a factor working against 
us, as well as the need to make sense of 
our existence.  

Matthew spoke about the deep 
compassion of the volunteers, stating it 
“reaches beyond the safe boundaries of 
empathy and sympathy. Compassion 
demands that you have the courage, 
the strength and the stamina to enter 
the pain and suffering of a patient and 
their family.” He acknowledged the 
immense contribution of each 
Matthew House volunteer believing 
that their goodness generates the sense 
of peace and grace one feels when they 
cross the threshold into our home. 

In a delightful complement to 
Binkewicz’s remarks on end of life 
care, he shared that Angela Ryan has 
been his friend and colleague for the 
past six years through their joint work 
at Hospice. He praised her compassion 
and skill at helping people who are 
facing end of life issues and admired 
her advocacy skills which “give a voice 
to those whose voices can go unheard.” 
In his closing remarks, Matthew 
shared that Angela’s “greatest gift, a 
strength that surpasses all of her other 
skills is that she is a 
team player.” 
He explained that no 
one person can do 
it all—and only 
through a team 
approach can an 
organization provide 
the very best in care, 
especially as end of life 

approaches. Matthew House is the 
quintessential example of the 
importance of this model. Matthew 
finished by saying Angela “is a good 
leader and will be a real asset in being 
a connector between Matthew House 
and the Cayuga County community.” 
In the few short months that Angela 
has been here, we know that to be true!

As the festivities came to an end, 
final raffle ticket numbers were called 
by Sue Coe, who is both a Resident 
Care Volunteer and Vice President of 
the Matthew House Board of Directors.

Afterwards, Angela remarked that 
the luncheon is one small way the Staff 
and Board of Directors can thank each 
and every volunteer who gifts Matthew 
House with their talents. “We are 
blessed to have the support of many 
caring individuals who give their time 
and affection so selflessly.” It is through 
our volunteers that we can exemplify 
the Matthew House motto “Peace of 
mind has a home address.” 

Matthew House Volunteers, Board Members & Staff at 2018 Volunteer Luncheon

Guest Speaker Matthew P. Binkewicz, MA
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